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MEMORIAL 


Members © Parliament 


COURT PARTY. 


L L the Factions and Cabals of this Kingdom, that in 
different times have had diſtinct Names, have all 
of them pretended to be inquelt of thePublick Good, 

as their Chiefend ; But too too often this Nation hath been 
impoſed on by Self-intereſſed People, under that Noble 
Title which hath only ſerved to make their party Popular, 
and to be a palatable Vehicle for unjuſt Practices. 

You then of the Court Party,- who values your ſelves 
moſt upon loye to your Country, either you mult let it ex- 
ertit ſelf in ſome ſpecial manner, which will contribute vi- 
ſibly for the Advantage of this Nation: Or, People will 
believe that Zeal, which you pretend for the Intereſt of your 
Country, to be only an Empty Title, for wheedling well - 
meaning People into a Belief of your 'Sincerity. 

"Tis ſtrange,that now a-days ſome perſons hugg themſelves, 
forhaving the Wit to conceal their little care of the publick 
Good and. Honour of Scotland, with this ſaying ; That as there 


are many Men, ſo have they different Views of the- _ 
n 
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neſs or Ilineſs of Actions : And conſequently every one, who 

moves according to his Notion of things, oughe to be Re- 

pured am HonettPerſon. By fuch an Argument, I Confeſs, that 

the greateſt Crimes, Mortals have been guilty of, can be pal- 
. liat. For what had theſe Regicids., more te ſay, when they 
were-arraigned after thebarbatous Murther of King Charles the 
firft, but that they were of Opinton that, ſuch an Action was 
both commendable in theſight of God and Man >» Or if ſuch 
arguing be allowed, why ſhould we bawl out ſo much againſt 
thoſe: Courtiers of the lait Reign, who drove Affairs fo faſt 
til al honeſt Snbje&s became weary of their. Obedience to 
their King, and heat laſt obliged to leave his Crowns. 

If Pcople would be but at the pains to conſider, when once 
there are ſome Poſtulatas and Axioms granted, that of ne- 
ceſlity there muſt be ſome infallible Fruths, which can be 
drawn from them, and which every Body will acknowledge 
as ſuch, provided they have the uſe of their Reaſon : , So like- 
wile it1s, That when once a mixt Government is defined to 
conſiſt of ſuch and ſuch Fundamentals, of Neceſlity there 
mult be ſome things agreeable, and others diſagreeable to its 
Nature, which with a Demonſtration appear to every un- 
byaſſed thinking Man ; So that it will follow, that none of 
the Court Party ought to have refuge to Quibles to excuſe 
themſelves to their Conſtituents and Friends for conſenting 
to Laws that are againſt the Intereſt of this Kingdom. 

Tho Reafon may appear with two Faces, one Falſe and 
another True ; Nevertheleſs, the things rhat are uſeful to 
to this Nation, at preſent, or difadvantageous to it, are clear 
to every Member of Parliament, that will refle&t upon che 
Errors of former Reigns. ' Ez equitas ipſa per ſe Iucet. Cicero. 
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Things Agreeable to our Government and preſent Circumſtances are, 


F IRST, frequent new Parliaments, that may ſit and do 
4 Buſineſs, without the trouble of being Adjourned from 
time 
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time to time ; becauſe any Nation, whoſe Conſtitution of ' 
Government is out of Order, requires .a perpetual and vigi- 
lant Care to retrive it from all Misfortunes.that it is Iyable 
to, and to provide for its Security in every change of Affairs 
of Europe : Much rather this Kingdom, whoſe King is a Mo- 
march of more conſiderable Countries than Scotland, in which 
he never was nor, perhaps, will be, and conſequently knows 
' no more of it's buſineſs, than they that have the Management 
of it, are pleaſed to reprefent to him. ' 

Secondly, Good Laws againft all'Papiſts ; by which, witl: 
the hazard of loſing their Eſtates, 'they may be induced to 
examine the Religion of their Country : Which no doubt, u- 
pon an Impartial Enquiry, wilt be found to be the moſt 
Conſonant to Scriptnre, and Reaſon. For Liberty of 
Conſcience is to be given only to every Sect of Religion, 
whoſe Principles are not Deſtructive to that Civil Govern- 
ment, whoſe ProteCtion it enjoys. | | 

Laſtly, A Habeas Corpus, for that is the true Badge of 2 - 
Subject that pretends to Liberty and Property ; Becauſe, if 
Men can beImprifoned or Puniſhed without knowing a Rea- 
ſon, a mixt Government is much worſe than an abſolute : 
For ſuch a Name ſerves only to Cheat Men to Writ, AR, or 
Speak in defence of its Intereſt, which in it ſef is a Tyranny. 
Whereas a Wiſe Man, who once knows that he is Subject to: 
an abſolute Monarch, Prudence will teach him to ſufter In- 


juſtice without Murmuring. 


Things Diſadvantageous to our preſent Government aud Circuns 
ſtances are, 
TiH|RST, A ſtanding Army in time of Peace ; Becauſe, 
F every unneceſſar Expenſe ſhould be avoided, eſpecially 
by us who have ſo little Money, and {o bad a Trade. Nor 
is ita ſufficient Argument for keeping an extraordinary Forces 
upon foot, thatthe reſt of Europe are like to be engaged in a 
War by reaſon of the King of Spaias Death ;, becaufe. we: have: 
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'-oo Buſinefs with any Nation of- Europe at preſent, and con- 
_ fequently no Obligation to aſſiſt any of them, nor any fear 


of being invaded our ſelves. Nor can. the Defence of the 


| Proteſtant Religion be a Pretext, ſeing our King is in League 


with the French King to aſliſt him in ſeizing ſome of the King 
of Spains Dominions. Nor ought fair Promiſes for mantain- 


_ Ing of Presbytrie bring that Party to any Compliance in things 


which are inconſiſtent with the Intereſt of their Country ; for 


. tis known that his preſent Majeſty is of the Epiſcopal ſide, 


when he is in England; and whether he would be Presbyteri- 
an or not, when in Scotland, we muſt ſuſpend. our Judg- 
ment, till we have the Honour of ſeeing him here. 

In my Opinion, as the Security of the Kings Government 
is chiefly owing to the Aﬀections of his Subjects, ſo is the 
Continuance of the Presbyterian Church-Government in Scoz- 
land, For, if they begin to find, thar the Presbyterian Mini- 


ters prefer their own. Humor and Politicks to the Honour 


and Safety of this Nation, and that Presbytrie ſerves to be a 
Pretext for ill Practices of a Court Party, it's to be ſeared, 
that the Subjects of Scotland will treat it, whenever an Oc- 
caſion offers it ſelf, as they did after the Reſtauration of King 


| Charles the Second. Whereas, if we Presbyterians conſulr 


nothing. but the Glory of God, and the true Intereſt of this 
Kingdom,. Presbytrie will become ſo agrecabie to all ſenſible 
good honeſt Men, that ſucceeding Parliaments will make it 
their bulineſs, to ſecure 1t from all Enemies. C7 
It may be moved. for keeping the preſent landing Army, 


that their Number does not exceed 3oo0o or 4000 ; But it 


Ean be Anſwered, That there is a difference in maintaining 


3000 ar 400D Men in three-or four Regiments, and in keep- 
ing them divided in eight Battalions of. Foot, two Regiments 
of Dragoons, beſides the Horle Guards, as they are at. pre- 
ſent, Becauſe, tis in their Officers power to. compleat tlieir 
reſpeQive Battalions,, which will make up 8000. Men or mare, 
upplace of ' 4090;. So. jtthe:Parliament: may preveat. all” the: 


. 
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my of ſuch:a Number, when 2000 Men poſted in conveni- 
ent places of the Kingdom, are capable to ſecure Peace to 
all its Inhabitants, and 22000 Pounds. Szerliz will entertain 
them yearly. . 

There ſhould be a Committee of Parliament appointed to 
examine the Officers Arrears, that ways and means may be 
fallen on to- clear them. Which- Committee ſhould: have @ 
power to call to: an account every one who hath ' meddled 
with the Money that hath. been appointed to pay the Army 
for ſeveral Years bypaſt. _- 

Secondly, The Tack of Cuſtoms in favour of the Burrows: 
ought to be broken, becauſe it is a Grievance to the Nation; 
and occaſioneth-that State of Parliament to ly unJer the Cen- 
ſure of moſt Men for Bribery. And no doubt, but moſt of 
the Burrows will conſent to the Annulling of it ; for by an In«- 
quiſition-into the Management of that. Tack, it will be found, 
That there are only a few particular Men- Gainers, whom 
all the World may know, without the Trouble of Naming. 
them. 

Laſtly, The laying many Moaths Ceſs upon Land-Proprie- 


tars in time of Peace, when there ar2 Eighty Six Thouſand 
Pounds Sferliz of Crown-Rent, of which: His Majelty never: 


touches a Farthing : Therefore, it the Parliament would- be 
pleaſed to enquire how it is managed, and all uſeleſs Penſions. 
taken away, no doubt, but it would. be a great Service to the: 
King, and-eaſe the Nation of Ceſs, Pole-Money, Sc. 

Now, it you of the-Court Party will avoid what 1s incon=- 
ſiſtent with-the Nature of the Scottiſh. Government, and pro-- 
mote every. good Law which ſerves- to ſtrengthen it in its; 
Fundamentals; then. will: you- have reaſon to. brag, that all 
your Endeavours are for the good of your Countrey.. And 
it the-Countrey Party don't join with you for mutual Coun+- 
{cl in-ſupporting; the:Body Politick,. then will People be con= 
vanced,, that ſome of the Countrey Party a only out. of Seit-. 

In; 
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Intereſt : And ſo you will infallibly be beloved, and followed 
by every good Countrey-Man. For believe, "That the Rea- 
fon the Aﬀections of the whole Nation at preſent are tyed to 
the Countrey Party, is, That they are perſwaded of their 
Sincerity and good Intentions for the Welfare of the /Coun- 
trey. For, if who ſhould be the greateſt Man of the Govern- 
ment were the only Queſtion in Debate ; No Body, whoſe 
Intereſt it is to have good Laws, would be at the trouble to 
concern himſelf with their Aﬀairs, but leave it to Fortune'to 
decide Matters amongſt them. 

But at preſent, the Buſinefs of the Parliament is:to declare 
this Kingdom a free Nation, and to put it in a State of 
Thriving, and not to negle its Aﬀairs, as other Parliaments 
have done, to Complement their Kings. If you then do-your 
Duty, youll have the Thanks of all good Scots-Mevw, the 
Praiſe of all the World, whoſe Eyes are fixed on you, and 
evite the Contempt and Deriſion of your Neighbour Nation. 
"Tis beg'd of you therefore, in Name of your Countrey-Men, 
your Friends, and of your Poſterity, That you-preſer every 
Point of the Publick to your private Intereſts: And never 
bring in Caledonia, but in the ſame Bill that ſhall be for grant- 
ing a Subſidy to His Majeſty. For, when a We/t-Indian 
Voyage was fatal to the great Sir Walter Rawleigh, we know 
not what Efte& it may have upon ſome of our elves, 


All thoſe who Traitors to thetr Country prove, 

A preſſing Guilt their gloomy minds ſhall move ; 
Tho Bribes or Favour ſhall aſſert their Cauſe, 
Pronounce them Guiltleſs, aud elude the Laws, 
None quits himſelf, his own impartial Thought 
W111. Dams, and Conſcience- will record the Faults 
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